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Minutes of GIRS Providers Forum 
 

 Tuesday 15th May 2021 v1 
Venue:  Microsoft Teams 

  

 

Attendees: 

Les Thomas Lloyds Register (Chair) 
Karl Miller Lloyds Register 
Andy Grogan DPF 
Andy Bunten  TUC 
Andy Ginn  Gas Design 
Andy Holland S.E.C 
Angela Fry EUSR 
Ben Brownbill IGL 
Benjamin Lois Utilligence 
Bob Beavis Breckland US 
Chris Masella Squire energy 
Colin Lymer Matrix Networks 
Craig Smith Energy Assets 
Daniel Briault K&S Pipe Contractors 
Daniel Worman GTC 
Dave Morgan Morland Utilities 
Dave Wilkins AF Gas Services 
Dean O'Dee  Independent TA 
Derek Muckle Radius-systems 
Eric Dodd Wilcock 
Gary Fisher Develop Training 
Gavin Sidhu Adroit Utilities 
Graham Hill  Independent TA 
Ian Waite Independent TA 
Wilson, Ian National grid 

 

Paul Mason Lloyds Register 
Alec Bromiley Lloyds Register 
Ian Haynes Haynes Energy Services 
Ian Mumford UKPS 
Sheila Corrigan DPF GAs 
Jason Turner Utilligence 
Katie Yates Matrix Networks 
Louise Boccaccini Squire Energy 
Lucy Ritchie EUSR 
Mark Davey Triconnexriconnex.co.uk 
Mark Harrison Independent TA 
Martin Peters MP Energy Services 
Parker, Sarah National Grid  
Pete Baldwin PDI Utilities 
Peter Humphries Network Plus 
Roger Collier Aptus Utilities 
Sheila Lauchlan Independent TA 
Shirley Course AF Gas Services 
Simon brown South East Eco 
Steph Marvin Stor Power 
Stephen Eccles CNG Services.co 
Steve Richards Gas Design Utilities Ltd 
Colin Willett J Murphy & Sons 

 

 
Apologies / attendees at recent meetings:  
The meeting request was issued to over 200 potential attendees. Numerous apologies were 
received but have not been listed due to the numbers involved. 

 



 2 

Minutes of Meeting 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

The chair welcomed the new and regular attending UIP representatives to the 3rd UIP Forum to be 
held using Microsoft Teams. He provided an overview of the agenda for the day and as there were 
over 40 in attendance it was prudent to forgo the traditional introductions.  
 
The format for the meeting was outlined with the use of Chat / Raise your hand etc for any 
questions. 
 
2. EUSR Update  
Lucy Ritchie and Angela Fry form EUSR were in attendance but had a further meeting to attend, 
the review and acceptance of the previous minutes was therefore deferred until after the EUSR 
and Develop Training presentations. 
 
 2.1 SCO Update 

 Angela Fry gave a presentation that introduced the new SCO scheme (both Initial and 
Renewal elements) and described what the SCO scheme is and who is it for, why it has 
been re-developed, what the new scheme structure looks like and the perceived benefits 
of the updated SCO scheme. 
 
The slide pack provided for the presentation is attached below.  

 
During discussion it was stressed that people need to be made aware that holding the EUSR 
registration does not confer competence for acting as an AE CP but is just a part of the process of 
attaining the necessary skills knowledge and experience necessary. 
 
 2.2 NCO (G)  Update 

Angela Fry gave a second presentation on the NCO Gas Scheme and the registration 
categories for Service Layers and Mains Layers. It was explained that the scheme is an 
evidence-based scheme which provides industry and individual’s employers with assurance 
of the skills, knowledge and understanding required to perform various tasks and duties 
on the gas networks. 
 
During discussion the Self Lay and Distribution Pathways were described in detail and the 
various units required for both service layers and mains layers explained. 
 
In addition, the learning requirements for the various units were also explained that 
confirmed the assessment criteria to be demonstrated in Unit 302 Install gas engineering 
products or assets up to 180mm includes: 
 
Connections to an existing system via in line squeeze off, side entry and top tee.  
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Consequently, it was agreed that the Self Lay pathway does allow the connection of PE 
mains and services on development sites. However, during discussion it was also confirmed 
that any operative only not holding Unit 302 would not demonstrate the competencies for 
making connections to metallic mains as the learning outcomes for metallic mains are 
included in Unit 216. 

 
Addendum To Meeting 
Following further inspection of 4.3 of Level 1 Certificate and Level 2 Diploma in Gas Network 
Construction Operations (6028) Qualification handbook for centres and the Level 2 Diploma in 
Network Construction Operations (Gas) – Main layer in an email dated 14th May 2021, Gary Fisher 
of Develop Training has confirmed that if the operatives are required to commission new gas 
mains following the connection to the existing network they will need to have been accredited for 
unit 216, Conduct specified connection to gas network mains and commissioning. This conclusion 
has been reached following a review the 6028 handbook where he has confirmed that the only 
reference to commissioning of new networks sits within ‘Learning Outcome 4’ of unit 216. It is 
not in included in Unit 302. 
 
Taking this into account if this type of operation is required by self-lay operatives then he has 
recommended they need to hold NCO (G) Distribution or recommends that unit 216 is added to 
the ‘self-lay’ pathway as long as the operative has got exposure to this type of operation and if 
this is not the case, guidance should be provided for self-lay operatives to add this unit as a bolt-
on to their NCO Gas development plan. 
 
 
GIG 2 design qualification 
Finally, the presentation centred on the future of the qualification and the fact that: 

• City & Guilds NCO (Gas) qualification (6028) has been in place for a number of years 
• Its end date has been extended several times 
• The funding for the qualification ceases at the end of July 2022 
• The last date for an individual to be registered for the qualification is 31 December 2023 
• The final date for certification of an individual for the qualification is 31 December 2025 

 
During discussion it was once again reiterated that the need for a streetworks ticket obviates the 
need for unit working in the highway and that the forthcoming changes provide an opportunity to 
ensure the qualifications are correct. EUSR were seeking UIP input into the process and during 
discussion it was reiterated that it is incumbent on the Network Owners to ensure those working 
on their networks are competent to do so, so any requirements for the Apprenticeships or NCO(G) 
needs to be driven by the network owners but that the UIPs need to have the opportunity for 
consultation either through this panel to GIRSAP or as part of the various competency workshops 
that may arise as it seems the schemes do not recognise UIP input. 
 
Further discussion revealed that the route to obtaining/ retaining the 400mm Pipelaying 
qualification has also recently been limited as this was in effect an internal certification process. 
EUSR are currently reviewing requirements and Angela Fry stated that if difficulties arose that she 
could be contacted to clarify requirements for the individual and would seek to assist in 
resolutions of any issues.  
 
The slide pack provided as part of the presentation is included below. 
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Addendum to meeting 

Subsequent discussions with Gary Fisher of Develop reveals that the Work Place 
observations required in 4.3 of Level 1 Certificate and Level 2 Diploma in Gas Network 
Construction Operations (6028) Qualification handbook for centres requires that for the  
Level 2 Diploma in Network Construction Operations (Gas) – Main layer  the centre must 
assess: 

• Installation of at least one section of gas main (for each pipe size category 
forming part of the qualification) to a valve or capped point, with a standard 
connection to the network 

 
• The testing and purging of a section of gas main 

 
 
3. Develop Design Qualification 
Gary Fisher provided an overview of the Design Qualification currently required in section 4.2. of 
the GIRS Requirements document. It was explained that the current C&G qualification expires at 
the end of 2021 and no further candidates are able to commence the current course. The course 
is not being renewed by City and Guilds due to there being insufficient attendees historically. 
 
As a contingency, the existing qualification has been accredited by EUSR and it was confirmed that 
additional CMOBS and DMOBs centred training modules are to be included. It was explained that 
the qualification transition will replicate the arrangements when the qualification transferred from 
Open University to City and Guilds but that GIRSAP would need to approve the new qualification 
and the details would need to be added to section 4.2 of GIG 2. It was agreed that Gary Fisher 
would provide the course details to LR in readiness for discussion with GIRSAP. 

 
During discussion the requirement for a Technical Advisor to be qualified to a level of 
HNC/HND/NVQ level 4 or equivalent and hold membership of an appropriate professional 
institution to at least Engineering Technician level was queried as there was a belief that the 
HNC/HND/NVQ level 4 or equivalent could be difficult to resource as the aging population of 
engineers retire.  
 
It was agreed that the issue be raised at GIRSAP  
 
4. Review and acceptance of Previous Minutes and outstanding actions 
 
The minutes from the UIP providers Forum held on Tuesday 19th January 2021 (attached) were 
forwarded to the attendees prior to the meeting.  
 

 
They were was agreed as being a true record of events and the outstanding actions were 
discussed as follows: 
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4.1. IGEM/TD/4  
Update: 
LT confirmed that the response from the Legal opinion regarding the need to follow BS EN 12007 
was that the position remains unclear and further work is required. This being the case, whilst this 
is still to be agreed formally by the panel, current thoughts are to press on with the review and 
leave the pressure testing requirements as they are currently. Once submitted to the GTDC, IGEM 
and the HSE would have the opportunity to approve or reject the proposal at that time. The first 
re-convened panel meeting is to be held 25th May 2021 
 
4.2.  IGEM/G/5 
Update: 
LT informed the meeting that the new G5 document has been submitted to GTDC for approval 
and publication is imminent. 
 
4.3 Material Issues 
Update: 
The form of words that specifies the requirement for suppliers to confirm material acceptance had 
been obtained from all GDNs and was hosted with the last GIRSAP Minutes. 
 
4.4 Professional Development Panel   
Barrie Collins is a member of the Professional Development Panel PDP but was not in attendance 
No report available. 
 
4.5 LR Reporting 
It was explained that LR was moving to a new process that would allow UIPs to have access to a 
portal to close out deficiencies with far better reporting. In January it was states that 
implementation was imminent, and it was hoped that the new system would be presented in the 
next GIRSAP. It was explained that LR are currently going through a data cleanse process and the 
Power BI reporting facility is still not complete, so we are unable to deliver a demonstration as yet.   
 
5.0 Review of GIRSAP Minutes 11th February 2021 
The minutes from the GIRSAP held on 11th February 2021 (attached) were forwarded to the 
attendees prior to the meeting. 
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The responses from GIRSAP to the UIP forum were discussed as follows: 
 
5.1 Deficiency criteria and GIRS reporting 
 
Discussed in 4.5 above  
 
6.0 Lloyd’s Register Report 
 
6.1 LR Report 
It was stated that since January 19th 2021 LR had completed  

• 64 on site Surveillance visits  
• 15 Recertification visits 35 Partial Assessments and 14 Partial to full Assessments  

 
 
From these visits  

• 1 Major Deficiencies (3 in 2020)  
• 66 Minor Deficiencies (181 in 2020) 
• 28 visits with no deficiencies (75 During 2020)75 visits had been completed with no 

deficiencies identified (61 During 2019) 
 
For full details of findings by section and the key points of the Major deficiency identified see 
attached. 
 

 
 
LT reiterated the Key Focus Area for 2021 as being  
 

1. Pressure testing 
• Safe control of test areas. 
• Testing using the correct equipment 

o Gauges, Connections and whip arresters etc. 
o Accurate recording and documenting the test carried out 
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2. Equipment calibration 

 
During discussion it was reiterated that some network owners hold the view that some 
participants the independent connection arena are not as diligent as they could be. Calibration 
issues may be seen as easy pickings for the Lloyd’s Assessors, but repeated failures may suggest 
there are issues with the UIP internal audit processes and reinforces beliefs and prejudices. The 
issues identified during pressure testing were an own goal in some instances but this also 
reinforces such a view. 
 
KM reminded the forum that Network Owners need to be able to trust the process and that If 
such trust is lost this would have major impacts on their operations.   
 
7.0 Bulletins Received 
None 
 
8.0  AOB 
8.1  Georg Fischer Materials supplied by Wolseley 
LT informed the forum of an issue identified by Squire Energy when, following a Purchase order 
request, Wolseley sent the following Georg Fischer fittings to site. 
 

 
 
Louise Boccaccini Identified that there is no confirmation that the fittings conform to PL2-4 on the 
fitting or packaging. 
 
As has been stated previously by Georg Fischer, there is no mandatory requirement to include the 
kite mark on the fitting as this is additional information that may be included under PL2. However, 
regardless of the printing issue, if you follow the link on the BSI web site, Product Directory BSI 
(bsigroup.com) you can confirm that the Georg Fischer Kite mark for PL2-4 is certificate number 
KM591328. 
 
LT explained that he had carried out a search of the products and kite marks for WAVIN and 
Georg Fischer and found that the fitting supplied was not listed as being certified by BSI for Pl2-4 
or EN1555. 
 
Wolseley have stated that the fittings were issued in error. 
 
Louise Boccaccini reiterated that if it does not state PL/2 on the fitting then she has instructed her 
operatives not to fit them, asking site operatives to understand the various British Standards that 
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may be applicable is not satisfactory. Clearly it is difficult to establish if the fittings are to the 
correct standard as searches of the BSI product directory does not lead to conclusive evidence.  
 
During discussion it was also stated that recently there has been a downturn in the level of service 
and issues with delivery from Wolseley that is likely to accentuate the issue. The need for a robust 
material ordering and delivery process was therefore reiterated. As it is incumbent on the installer 
to ensure all materials used are to the correct specification.  
 
8.2 DMOB CMOB Relationship 
 
Steve Richards of Gas design raised the issue of UIPs expressing resistance to the information the 
designer is asking for in order to complete the design. It was reiterated that clearly, as required by 
CDM it is a designer responsibility to remind the client of their duties and the needs of the DMOB 
and CMOB Process needs to be met if a construction organisations wish provide installations to 
Multi Occupancy Buildings. 
 
During discussion it was also stated that some Technical Advisors who do not attend the forum 
seem unaware of requirements and the need to include a TA responsibility to be regular attendees 
of these meetings should be considered. It was reiterated that TA’s need to be “competent” and 
part of the TA competent is to understand scheme requirements and failure to attend these 
meetings clearly affects understanding.  
 
There was also a consensus that as the new scopes meant a limitation on what could previously be 
carried out and the question was raised as to whether the Network Owners were aware of the 
need to check if the company holds the Appropriate CMOB / DMOB scopes.  
 
The discussion centred on practical issues of developers not understanding requirements for BIM 
Level 2 and the adopting GT demanding information that could not be provided. It was also 
reiterated that some Network Owners are refusing to accept the first design and require full 
design accreditation before they are willing to accept the design. 
 
LR reiterated that the process of gaining full accreditation required the need to assess a completed 
design, validated by the adopting network as meeting their standards as identifying and 
responding to a network owners’ specific requirements are a fundamental part of the GIRS 
process and need to be part of the assessment. This has been a principle applied throughout the 
20 years of the GIRS process and needs to be understood.  
 
It was also noted that approval of the design submission of in-flight projects where the developer 
information was received prior GIG 2 5.3 should reflect the information available, provided the UIP 
can demonstrate attempts have been made. 
 
These points will be raised during the next GIRSAP  on the 8th June. 
 
8.3 Hydrogen Impact on GIG 2 
Simon Brown asked if any consideration had been given on scheme requirements as part of the 
move to a Hydrogen economy. 
 
It was stated that IGEM and the network owners are moving at pace to establish, the feasibility, 
risks and control measures for increasing the levels of Hydrogen being supplied. This may well 
affect pressure, capacity and operational requirements. As LT is the chair of both IGEM/TD/3 and 
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IGEM/TD/4 any change to scheme requirements will be carried out in accordance to changes in 
the industry standards if and when they arise. 
 
8.3 PRI Design 
Steve Richards of Gas Design questioned if PRI suppliers should hold GIRS Design accreditation. 
During discussion there was a consensus that the PRI is a component and there is no requirement 
for the manufacturer to hold GIRS Design accreditation. During discussion it was agreed that the 
UIP Designer specifies the capacity of the module and the input and output parameters specifies 
where the equipment is to be installed. Consequently, it is the UIP designer that is responsible for 
specifying site requirements such as the location of vents, vehicular protection, maintenance 
access and the relationship to the developer’s street lighting and gardens etc. 
 
However, this will be raised at GIRSAP for their consideration 
 
9. Next Meeting Details 
 The provisional Dates for the 2021 Meetings were confirmed  
 

GIRS UIP Forum   – 14th September 2021 
GIRSAP                – 8th June & 28th September 2021 

 
 


