
As a globally recognised food safety scheme, the Food Safety System Certification 22000 (FSSC 22000) 
helps organisations establish and continually manage their food safety management system. 

FSSC 22000 Version 5.1 (V5.1) 
incorporates new vital requirements 
for organisations looking to embed 
a food safety culture and conform to 
globally recognised standards.  

The latest update considers and 
aligns FSSC 22000 to the new 
requirements of the Global Food 
Safety Initiative (GFSI) scheme 
released in 2020. With strengthened 
requirements for certification 
bodies and the central function, the 
update also focuses on continuous 
improvement.

The release of FSSC 22000 V5.1 
was in November 2020, with audits 
taking place from 1 April 2021.
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Compliance with GFSI requirements 
The FSSC 22200 V5.1 changes primarily focus on incorporating the new GFSI scheme requirements 
published in 2020. One key element to the new requirements is embedding a food safety culture 
across the organisation. In recent times, how food gets produced and distributed has changed 
dramatically. It has never been more important to focus on food safety culture and employee 
behaviour within an organisation. 

Other GFSI requirement changes include:

 • Scope structure   
 • Simplified language   
 • Increased transparency

As a globally recognised scheme, FSSC 22000 allows your customers to have confidence knowing 
you have a rigorous food safety system in place. 

Continuous improvement 
The new update has strengthened requirements for Certification Body (CB) performance 
as part of continuous improvement. Focusing on integrity, FSSC only work with committed 
partners, ensuring that you work with a CB you can trust. With food safety experts at LRQA, you 
can manage food safety risk and quality, providing customer confidence in your production 
and supply chain management.  

In addition to this, the new update stipulates that an employee shall now be assigned responsibility 
for the development, implementation, maintenance and reporting on performance of the food 
management system for the purposes of management review and continuous improvement.

Board of Stakeholders decision list
The Board of Stakeholders (BoS) decision list, a document that contains decisions applicable 
to the FSSC 22000 V5.1 scheme, is a requirement in the standard and can be found on the 
FSSC website. 

Decisions held in this document overrule or provide further clarification on the scheme’s existing 
rules and must be implemented and applied within the defined transition period within the list. 

The BoS can adjust the list if they deem it necessary, so it is essential to check for any updates. 
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Additional requirements and changes:

 • Multi-site certification:
 For organisations with multi-

sites, the update ensures that 
the central function will provide 
sufficient resources and define roles, 
responsibilities and requirements 
for all personnel involved in the food 
safety management system.

 • Packaging material: 
 Organisations who are FSSC Food 

certified and have packaging 
activities limited to (in-line) unfolding 
of packaging, blowing of bottle 
preforms, printing etc., are covered 
by FSSC Food Certification. However, 
FSSC Food certified organisations with 
more preliminary manufacturing steps 
in producing packaging material shall 
be covered by the FSSC Packaging 
module alongside FSSC Food. These 
are considered packaging activities.

 • Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) may be used as 
a Digital Assurance  tool during 
audits when conducting interviews, 
reviewing policies, procedures or as 
part of the on-site audit. 
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Why choose LRQA?

We’re here to help negotiate a rapidly 
changing world, by working with you to 
manage and mitigate the risks you face. 
From compliance to data-driven supply 
chain transformation, it’s our job to help 
you shape the future, rather than letting 
it shape you. We do this by delivering:

Strategic vision 

Our technical know-how, food sector 
expertise and innovative, forward-
thinking approach will help you meet 
the challenges of today – and become 
a safer, more secure, and sustainable 
organisation tomorrow.

Technical expertise 

Our people are food sector experts. They 
bring with them a clear understanding 
of your specific challenges, standards 
and requirements – then deploy deep 
knowledge of certification, customised 
assurance, cybersecurity, inspection and 
training to help you meet them.

Global capability

Operating in more than 120 countries, 
recognised by over 30 accreditation 
bodies worldwide, and covering almost 
every sector, we can help you manage 
risk, drive improvement and build 
credibility with stakeholders around 
the globe.

Effective partnership 

Every business is unique. That’s why our 
experts work with you, to fully understand 
your needs and goals, and work out how 
we can best support them.

Fresh perspective

We have led the way in shaping our 
industry and continue to take every 
opportunity to collaborate with clients 
and pioneer new ideas, services and 
innovation.

Create FSSC 22000 compliant 
opportunities with LRQA

At LRQA, we have been preparing to 
deliver remote audits for some time, 
including training and upskilling our 
food safety specialists and investing 
in technology to enable us to audit 
remotely, following FSSC 22000 criteria. 

This means we deliver remote audits 
that are thorough yet practical and will 
not compromise your security, all while 
providing the same outcomes that you 
would expect from an on-site audit. 

FSSC 22000 training 
with LRQA
Our FSSC 22000 training courses, 
delivered in house or virtual, 
instructor-led training, is now 
available for anyone wishing to 
understand the terminology, 
definitions and the standard 
requirements that will enable you 
to implement FSSC 22000.

With practical examples and 
guidelines for certification, these 
courses provide clarity and 
insightful information, delivered 
by industry experts.
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