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Minutes of GIRS Providers Forum 

 

Lloyd’s Register EMEA, Tuesday 11th January 2022 
Venue:  Microsoft Teams 

  

 

Attendees: 

Full Name Email 

Adam Pokorski adam.pokorski@greenfrogutilities.co.uk 

Alan Shaw alan.shaw@gasutil.co.uk 

Alec Bromiley Alec.Bromiley@lr.org 

Andy Bunten andy@utility-x.co.uk 

Andy Charlesworth a.holmes-charleworth@sky.com 

Andy Ginn andy@gasdesignuk.com 

Andy Holland a.holland@seconnections.co.uk 

Andy Jones Andy@Aisutilities.co.uk 

Andy Moir andy.moir@cius.co.uk 

Antony Abbott antony.abbott@modusutilities.co.uk 

Avani Shah Avani.Shah2@britishgas.co.uk 

Ben Brownbill BenB@igl.co.uk 

Benjamin Lois benjamin.lois@utilligence.co 

Carl Blezard MBE c.blezard@pndaly.co.uk 

Carl Evans Carl.Evans@nationalgrid.com 

Charlotte Berryman Charlotte.Berryman@aptusutilities.co.uk 

Colin Lymer ColinLymer@matrixgroup.co.uk 

Daniel Briault daniel.briault@k-spipecontractors.co.uk 

Daniel Worman Daniel.Worman@gtc-uk.co.uk 

Dave Gronow Dave.Gronow@express-utilities.co.uk 

Dave Morgan dave.morgan@morland-utilities.co.uk 

Dave Wilkins davewilkins@afgasservices.co.uk 

David Conde d.conde@daci.co.uk 

David Macdonald David.Macdonald@radius-systems.com 

Dean O'Dee dean.odee@me.com 

Eric Dodd eric@wilcock.co.uk 

Festus Enabosi festus.enabosi@dandgutilities.co.uk 

Gavin Sidhu gavin.sidhu@adroitutilities.com 

Gordon Noble gordon.noble@plasson.co.uk 

Graham Cocksey admin@GrahamCockseyAssociatesltd.onmicrosoft.com 

Graham Hill grahamhill123@btinternet.com 

Hollie Richardson hollie@gasdesignuk.com 

Ian Haynes admin@HaynesEnergyServicesLimited.onmicrosoft.com 

Ian Mowbray ian.mowbray@gasutil.co.uk 

Ian Mumford Ian.Mumford@ukpowersolutions.co.uk 
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Ian Waite waite_ian@sky.com 

Ian Wilson Ian.Wilson@nationalgrid.com 

Jerry Cowling Jerry.Cowling@sse.com 

John Robertson john.robertson@energetics-uk.com 

Karl Miller Karl.Miller@lr.org 

Katie Yates katieyates@matrixgroup.co.uk 

Ken Rauer Ken.Rauer@balfourbeatty.com 

Kevin Keaney Kevin.Keaney1@britishgas.co.uk 

Lapper, Richard richardlapper@murphygroup.co.uk 

Les Thomas les.thomas@lr.org 

Louise Boccaccini louise.boccaccini@squireenergy.co.uk 

Mark Bayliss mbayliss@pdiutilities.co.uk 

Mark Cummins mark.cummins@plasson.co.uk 

Mark Davey mark.davey@triconnex.co.uk 

Mark Harrison admin@MarkHarrison175.onmicrosoft.com 

Martin Peters admin@MPEnergyServices.onmicrosoft.com 

Sarah Parker Sarah.Parker@nationalgrid.com 

Stewart Parker Stewart.Parker@nationalgrid.com 

Paul Mason Paul.Mason@lr.org 

Pete Baldwin pbaldwin@pdiutilities.co.uk 

Peter Burnage peter.burnage@btconnect.com 

Peter Humphries peter.humphries@aimutilities.co.uk 

Philip Rough phil@phoenixutilitiesltd.co.uk 

Roger Collier Roger.Collier@aptusutilities.co.uk 

Scott Lambie slambie@mulhollandcontracts.co.uk 

Sheila Lauchlan sheila.lauchlan@qemsolutions.com 

Shirley Course shirley@afgasservices.co.uk 

Steph Marvin steph.marvin@storpower.co.uk 

Stephen Maggs Stephen.Maggs@britishgas.co.uk 

Steve Richards steve@gasdesignuk.com 

Warwick Miller Warwick.Miller@squireenergy.co.uk 

 
Apologies / attendees at recent meetings:  
The meeting request was issued to over 200 potential attendees. Numerous apologies were received 
but have not been listed due to the numbers involved. 
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Minutes of Meeting 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

The chair welcomed the new and regular attending UIP representatives to the 4th UIP Forum to 
be held using Microsoft Teams. He apologised for there being no meeting in September due to 
him catching Covid at the last minute. He continued by providing an overview of the agenda for 
the day and as there were over 60 in attendance it was prudent to forgo the traditional 
introductions.  

 
The format for the meeting was outlined with the use of Chat / Raise your hand etc for any 
questions. 

 
2. Review and acceptance of Previous Minutes Dated 11th May 2021 

The Minutes of the last meeting had been Issued prior to this meeting. It was highlighted via 
email that the meeting was held 11th May and not the 15th May and that Ian Haynes was not in 
attendance. These have been corrected. Other than that, the minutes were accepted as a true 
record of events. 
 

3. Matters Arising 
The main matters arising were discussed as follows: 

a. LT informed the meeting that as minuted as an addendum to the previous minutes, 
Gary Fisher of Develop Training has confirmed that if the operatives are required to 
commission new gas mains following the connection to the existing network, they will 
need to have been accredited for unit 216, Conduct specified connection to gas 
network mains and commissioning. This conclusion has been reached following a 
review the 6028 handbook where he has confirmed that the only reference to 
commissioning of new networks sits within ‘Learning Outcome 4’ of unit 216. It is not 
in included in Unit 302. 
 

b. Technical Advisor qualification of HNC/HND/NVQ level 4 or equivalent and 
membership of an appropriate professional institution to at least Engineering 
Technician 
 
LT informed the meeting that GIRSAP were unanimous in the September meeting that 
there should be no dilution of the current requirements and that the response to 
Dame Judith Hackett’s “Raising the Bar” report was that in future; such requirements 
are likely to become more onerous. It was also Noted at GIRSAP: Most people have an 
opportunity to gain the academic qualification and for those that do not, there other 
routes to the Professional Engineering Qualification of Incorporated Engineer without 
the necessary formal qualification. 
 

c. IGEM TD4 Update 
TD4 panel has completed the reformatting and have completed the industry comment 
table. Some editorial items to address and a final review of comments table to ensure 
we have addressed them all. Next meeting planned for February 2022. 



 4 

 
d. IGEM G 5 Update 
e. G5 has been submitted to GTDC and has received final approval. Last proof-read is 

nearing completion and the publication date was quoted as December 2021. Not sure 
what the delay is but publication due imminently. 
 
It was confirmed that there were no other relevant matters arising. 
 

4. Review of GIRSAP Minutes 28th September 2021. 
a. DNO Design Change contact numbers 

The action related to lead times from DNs being unacceptable for some design changes 
following issues found on site that resulted in a deviation process being implemented, 
and the need for the DNs to provide contact numbers for the sitework teams for 
circulating to the UIPs 
 
Cadent numbers have been provided previously and LK had explained that Scotia Gas 
Networks contact details should be on the web site. There had been some issues, but 
these should be resolved. 

 

NGN contact details were provided as follows: 

• 0133 975475 or 01133975337 

• Email: - gtuip@northerngas.co.uk 
 

Wales & West Utilities contact details to follow. 
  

b. MM1 & MM2 Forms 
GIRSAP clarified that there were valid reasons for retaining the NI information 
originally however, there was a consensus that the EUSR number was more 
appropriate. 
 
Peter O'Neil has agreed to discuss a move to use the EUSR number rather than the NI 
number with Cadent Network control. Note: any change will need to be prioritised by 
the IT section and there may be delays in finalising any changes. 
 

c. LR Reporting Developments 
The new list of findings as presented at the September GIRSAP was presented as a 
redacted document as per the agreement to consult the UIPs on the format. The report 
records the major and minor deficiencies identified in the last year listed by UIP, and by 
Network owner. The list (a redacted version attached) allows the GT to review all the 
findings identified by LRQA whilst the UIP is working on their network. 
 
The 3rd party Technical Advisors asked if they could consult with their employers before 
they commented. This was agreed. 
 
The public availability of the details via the minutes on the LRQA web site was 
questioned and, during discussion, it was stated that if the information was to be made 
available for the use of the GTs there may not be a need to hold this there, but this will 
need to be confirmed at GIRSAP. 
 
The discussion centred on whether the web site should provide information that would 
allow potential customers to make an informed choice when selecting a UIP as well as 
information for GTs, and that information such as this could be a good thing for them. 
It was also explained that other panels were looking at how LRQA could provide a 



 5 

traffic light or trip advisor type rating system to inform perspective customers as they 
make their choices. 
 
It was agreed that the list would not be published in the January 25th GIRSAP and that 
any objections could be raised at the next UIP forum in May. 
 

d. PMC Request to reduce the need for NCO(G) qualification for Specialist Connection 
Scopes 
PMC had pointed out the difficulties for them with the NCO (G)/GNE/GNO or 
equivalent in main/service laying in order to be deemed competent to carry out the 
works under GIRS and had questioned if there is any flexibility in this. The request was 
rejected. 
 

e. Revised Kitemark Letter 
The purpose of this letter is to confirm that all GDNs will accept a maintenance free 
component with 3rd party (e.g. BSi Kitemark) certification on a self-lay system which 
they subsequently adopt. This 3rd party certification is sufficient for GDN's to formally 
accept products on their network and evidence of a formal individual GDN approval 
letter is no longer required. 
 
The discussion centred on whether Cadent were allowing the use of the GF branch 
saddle connections and there was tacit agreement that as the fittings have the 
appropriate approvals and Cadent were party to the letter that there was no reason 
why not. 
 
DM urged caution as a major stumbling block with these fittings was not the kitemark 
but as there is no stub flange fitted, there are issues with clamping the socket. LB 
agreed to check the information she had received and would forward to LR for 
circulation. 
 
Addendum to Meeting - LB has provided the ELGEF Plus Branch saddle system 
document and Cadent Letter which is attached. 
 

f. Damage to recently Laid MP Mains - NGN  
NGN recently experienced two damaged mains as follows: 

• Where a UIP had laid a significant length of new 180mm MP main through 
Moorland at what was supposed to be 1.1m cover. At the point of damage, the 
main was found to be at a depth of 0.6m and, 

• Where a medium pressure main that had been laid to a proposed Governor 
location was live, but NGN had not received an approved design.  

 
NGN wish to remind all UIPs working on their networks of the need for an approved design prior 
to commissioning any live apparatus, and that any apparatus is installed in accordance with the 
validated design or approved design variation. 
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g. Recent Gas Escape in a MOB 
Last Mile have recently experienced the damage of a riser system where a Contractor 
was core drilling a wall in a MOB and drilled through a live gas riser. The RIDDOR 
investigation was underway and any learning points would be circulated as 
appropriate. 
UIPs are reminded of the need to communicate with the developers the location of 
any live assets. 

 
5. LRQA Report 2021 

a. The Full LRQA Report for 2021 is attached but is summarised as follows: 
 
Company Info 
182 Companies are active on the Web site 
135 companies Hold Construction Scopes at full 
6 companies are design only at full 
9 Companies are Project Management companies at full 
41 companies hold CMOBS 
20 companies hold DMOBS 
 
48 companies are currently at Partial 
 
224 on site Surveillance visits completed  
20 Recertification visits  
62 Partial Assessments and  
50 Partial to full Assessments have been completed 
 
4 Major Deficiencies (3 in 2020)  
160 Minor Deficiencies (181 in 2020) 
106 visits with no deficiencies (75 During 2020) 
 
For comparison, during 2020, 229 surveillance visits and 101 Full, Partial or 
Recertification visits were completed during which 3 Major deficiencies and 181 Minor 
Deficiencies were raised and 2 Observations were made. 
 
The four major deficiencies were identified as  

• Section 4.2 of GIG 2. Requires that providers review ongoing competency at 
least annually and that these competency reviews shall be documented and 
recorded. 
- Multiple Competency Assessments were not in date. 
 

• MP pressure test being carried out without a permit to work. 
 

• The team were wearing tops and trousers which were not labelled to identify 
them as being flame retardant, the service date for the BAs was due 
13/03/2021, the gauge attached to PP1 had not been calibrated since 
04/07/2018, top tee clamps had no calibration dates on them and the Team 
only had an MP pressure test standpipe rather than LP one, these issues 
collectively have been identified as a major deficiency. 
 

• Project Manager has still not attended a Manager’s course on the laying of gas 
mains and services (ref: Section 4.2.2 para 6 of GIG2 v5.4), which was raised as 
a Minor deficiency originally during a previous CCCR Full Assessment. 

 
6. Bulletins Received 
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No bulletins have been received but NGN are introducing a new certification stage prior to 
commissioning and an extract of NGN/PM/AV/1 was presented for discussion. 
 
It was explained that, if and when implemented complete documentation must be provided 
before connection as follows: 

• Up to 75 mbar D-3 

• 2-7Bar D-5 (D= planned date of connection) 
 
 

During discussion it was explained that SGN have been operating a similar process for some 
time and Cadent have been considering this option. The issues arose around the D-3 for the 
issuing of a completed test certificate which was considered unworkable for a number of 
reasons, the major issues being: - 

• As UIPs often construct their networks on behalf of iGTs, NGN often only adopt the 6m 
in the highway. Many UIPs have specific teams for completing this section in one 
operation. Consequently, excavations would need to remain open for three days 
before a connection could be made. 

• It is also beneficial to test any pipe immediately prior to commissioning. If a test has to 
be applied at D minus 3 this will require a second test which is anti-competitive. 

• For one off services, this also means excavations would need to be open for three days 
and teams would need to make two visits, which is anti-competitive. 

• The additional delays are going to be unacceptable to the consumer as well as the 
highways authority. 

 
NGN are requested not adopt this policy without further consultation and LRQA agreed to 
facilitate, RC, FE and DM agreed to take part if required.  
 

7. Plasson Temporary Purge End Fittings. 
Mark Cummins and Gordon Noble provided a presentation on the new Temporary Purge End 
fittings. 
 
It was explained that the development was Innovation funded and available to all for use. Key 
points regarding the fitting are: 
 

• It is not to an approved British Spec as PL3 appendix 18 (Temporary fittings) has not yet 
been published. When it is the fitting will be tested and Plasson are confident it will 
comply. 

• Approved for use by Cadent, on Trial at WWU, SGN have just started reviewing its use and 
NGN have just been approached. 

• The fitting is end load resistant. 

• The fitting has been tested at 350mbar. 

• There is no time limit for the fitting to taken off the system. But, the fitting cannot be 
buried. 

 
8. Lloyds Register Sale and Transition to LRQA 

KM informed the meeting that sale of LRQA to Goldman Sachs was now complete and 
explained some of the benefits witnessed to date. It was explained that LRQA is part of the 
Goldman Sachs Charitable Foundation with similar business ethics to Lloyds Register. 
 
It was also reiterated that LRQA is not an acronym. 
 

9. AOB 
a. EUSR Moving to Virtual cards. 
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EUSR cards are changing from 14th February 2022. All new registrations will receive 
virtual cards as standard (plastic smart cards are optional). To access a virtual card 
EUSR will need a mobile number for the individual. 
Links to request cards are in the attached EUSR document attached. 
 

b. IGEM No longer issuing Cards. 
LRQA have written to IGEM to request they clarify how we can confirm if someone’s 
registration is current.  No response as yet. 
 

c. GTS and UIPs adopting cut in and insert tees rather than using Branch saddle tees. 
The discussion was raised as 3rd party design houses are finding issues when they seek 
to use a size for size branch saddle and the GDNs reject them (some NP14 documents 
do not include the option). In addition, some UIPs chose not to use them as they can 
only be installed by a company that holds GIRS Specialist Large Diameter Branch 
Connections certification. This causes issues for the design house who have a duty to 
design out all reasonably foreseeable risks. 
 
Discussion centred on the need to design out invasive connections where possible, but 
it was clarified that this needed to be balanced out by excavation issues and the need 
to excavate perpendicular to the pipeline route (2m drill length). Radius Subterra are 
looking at smaller drill spindle options but acceptable drilling tools are limited at 
present. 
 
The fact that some GDNs demand a cut in and insert tee rather than a single squeeze 
for end on connections was also raised as an issue. 
 
The GDNs are asked if they could review their NP14 documents in light of the above to 
allow the best engineering options, and UIP’s are asked to consider branch saddles as 
the least evasive engineering solution as and when applicable. 
 

d. Reinforced Bagging Off operations 
Specialist Connections is subdivided into the following connection types covered by 
IGEM/GL/6 Edition 3 

• Specialist Connections - Iris stop  
 
LB asked if reinforced bags could be carried out under Iris Stop or does this fall under a 
CNRB connection. LT stated that as reinforced bags are basically large diameter bag 
stop, he saw no reason why the flow stopping could not be under one of the two 
existing scopes but would seek clarification at GIRSAP. 
 
 

e. Design Changes due to inaccurate records 
RC explained that the cross checking in Cadent between Network control and New 
Connections meant that when the location of the mains found on site differs from 
Cadent’s plan there is a complex work around, requiring contact with Network control 
and New connections to get the go ahead to make the connection.  
 
Cadent are asked could they review their internal processes to expedite the issue. 
 

f. MOBS 
ED raised the issue of whether anyone designs internal riser systems in MOBS for 
adoption by GTs. During discussion the discrepancy between the G5 Risk Hierarchy and 
adopting GT preferences was described. Also, the need for a building specific 
Designer’s risk assessment that mitigates the risks of meeting the GT’s requirements 
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for the specific building, and a collaborative approach with all involved being so 
important. 
 

g. Insulation Joints 
LB raised the issue that as it has been identified that the Wask Pecat Cellar Entries have 
not been tested for Electrical insulation an insulation Joint has to be installed. A review 
of the current Insulation joints available reveal that the only Fire Safe options that exist 
are for pipe diameters 1” and below.  
 
The UIP Forum seek the advice of GIRSAP as to the acceptable Fire Safe options for 
below ground service entries of 2” Diameter and above.  

  
 
9. Next Meeting Details 
  
Agreed dates for the 2022 meetings are: 
 
GIRS UIP Forum10th May & 13th September 2022 
GIRSAP   25th January, 24th May, and 27th September 2022 
 


